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‘Suit Asks Halt to DDT
~ Discharge Into Ocean

b

. the
- 0201

" Poin

Chemical Carried Through Sewer Lines,

Then to Sea, Environment Group Asserts

BY GENE BLAKE
* Yimas Staff Writer

Suit to halt discharge of

DDT wastes by a Torrance

chemical company into
sewers which empty into
the ocean was filed in fe-
deral court here Thursday
by the Environmental De-
fense Fund.

.Named defendants were
Montrose Chemical Corp.,
the world's largest DDT
producer, and the County
Sanitation District, which
operates the trunk sewage
disposal system. Injunc-
_tions were acked for both.

. Thesuit charged that dis-

< charge of emuent high in

DDT. concentrations by

Montrose plant at

N. Normandie Ave.,

orrance, viniates both fe-

Agral and “gate Jaw and
“the U.S, Copstitution.

ellluent eventually -

{s processed at the White
ent

anl.and then discharged
into the ocean. Weekly
average discharge has

{ heen the equivalent of at

" least 100 pounds of DDT,

. according to the suit.
I ‘The DDT is hazardous to
¥ fich, birds and eventually

* to human health, the suit

Ll

charged. Several species of
birds, particulariv the
brown pelican, are threa-
tened with extinction, it
said.

DDI discharzed intg she
SO\LLnL Shadfin i sufficult
- to measure and {race, sani-
Mation officlals have said.

However, they reported
_that last April.about 75%
. of the DDT emptying from
‘ sewers near Santa Moenica
. Bay came from the Mone
“trose Chemical Corp.

A {ederal study the fo)-
“lowing month showed fish

in that hav had the high-
est DDT enmponent con-
tent uf any fich tested on
the Atlantic, Gulf or Paci-
fic coasts.

Since then, rounty mo-
fnitoring has shown that
the company has drastical-
Iy reduced its DDT wastes.

Tests in April showed
Montrose dumping about

. 800 pounds of DDT into

sewers daily. Another 200
pounds came from un-
known sources.

However, during the

" first week of October the
. total DDT entering county
- sewers was measured at

about 200 pounds. ‘with
Meontrose's contribution
apparently dowh to a little
more than 2 pounds.

A. R. Wilcox. Montrose

-Wem-
1ons. said the discharge

had been cut by avoiding
spills and recycling water
used in t acturing
process. The company has

applied for a federal grant
to work ofi m:c!!wﬁ§ of

che g
vasLes. ]
The_Epxirgnmental De-’
fense Fund, a_New Nork-
hag jon_of
scienlis ciliz-

ens, filed a eimilar suit last

=Junc against the Olin

Corp. plant in Huntsville,
Ala. EDF was joined by
the National Audubon So-
riety and the National
Wildlife Federation.
Three days later, Olin
Corp. announced it was
halting production of DDT
and closing down its
Huntsville facility.
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